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WANTED: 





It is proposed to establish a home for delinquents 


on the Explosives Reserve. This suggestion, which was 
first put forward in Altona at a special Council Com- 


mittee meeting, has already met with widespread op- 


position. 


STATEMENT RECEIVED FROM SHIRE SECRETARY 
COUNCIL’S “NO” TO YOUTH TRAINING CENTRE 
A round-table conference took place at the Civic Offices 


attended by councillors and officers of the Shire of Altona, 
Mr. A. R. Whatmore, Director General of Social Welfare, and 


Mr. B. A. Keddie, Director of Youth Welfare. 


Mr. Whatmore outlined plans which had been 
placed before Cabinet to utilize section of the 
Explosives Reserve south of Queen Street, con- 
tained within the galvanized fenced area and ex- 
cluding the proposed wide Board of Works drain 
which will enter the sea near the pier. 


It is proposed to 
establish a youth train- 
ing centre for 160 de- 
linquent boys--of 15 to 
17 years of age. 

The boys would be housed 
in cottages and dormitories. 
Some would be engaged on 
technical training in work- 
shops to be set up in the ex- 
isting magazine blocks. Some 


. lads would be permitted to 


engage in work locally, such 


as building trades, motor 
mechanics, etc. 
Mr. Whatmore _ stated 


provisien would be made for 
an area of maximum secur- 





ity to be provided for some 
of the lads, 

The council opposes the 
setting up of such an insti- 
tution so close to existing and 
future residential areas. 
The council visualised the ex- 
plosives area and particularly 
the buffer area, being used 
for residential purposes with 
parklands and_ recreational 
areas along the foreshore. 
The parklands could be re- 
claimed by filling from road 
construction works in the Al- 
tona West ‘sub-divisions. 

The scheme for rehabilita- 
tion which was outlined was 
commended by councillors, 





MESSAGE FROM THE SHIRE PRESIDENT, 
CR. J. J. GINIFER, J.P. 


“The Social Welfare Department is 
anxious to establish a Youth Training 
Centre on the Truganina Explosives Re- 
serve at Altona West.”’ 





This statement was made to 
me by the Director General of 


Social Welfare, Mr. A. R, 
Whatmore, as late as Wednes- 
day, October 7, 1964. 

Mr. Whatmore also said that 
if the Government approved 
of the scheme, within a day 
or so, he would have work- 
men on the site to modify 
one or two of the buildings 
to serve as staff quarters, and 
the Public Works Department 





would immediately be called 
upon to prepare plans for 
Jarger blocks such as dormi- 
tories to serve up to 100 boys. 
And so the council is giving 
ratepayers in the area of the 
Shire, south of Kororoit Creek 
Road, which includes the areas 
known as Altona-Seaholme 
and Altona West, an oppor- 
tunity to record their vote in 
answer to the question— 


“ARE YOU IN FAVOUR 
OF THE PROPOSAL?” 


The council seeks the opin- 
ion of ratepayers in the mat- 
ter and folk who are regis- 
tered on the Voters’ Roll are 
invited to cast their votes at 
the three polling places which 
will be set up between 8 a.m. 
and 8 p.m. on Saturday, Octo- 
ber 17, 1964. The Poll will be 
conducted as closely as pos- 
sible to the rules and regula- 
tions appertaining to Council 
Voting. Persons whose names 
are on the Roll which was 
compiled on June 10, 1964, will 
receive the number of votes 
which would have been allo- 
cated had Council Elections 
taken place in August. 

Please exercise your right to 
express an opinion on this 
important issue. 





but it is felt there are amplé 
unplanned areas outside the 
metropolitan area which 
could be developed for train- 
ing centres to the advantage 
of the area concerned. It is 
understood there are some 
ateas which will welcome the 


project with open arms. 


i 


THE 17th 
Answers Wanted 


QUESTIONS TO WHICH: ALTONA REQUIRE ANSWERS concerning 


the proposed training centre for delinquent boys— 


1. Is it a fact that many of these boys are not first offenders—have in 
fact been given one or more chances by the Children’s Court or have broken 





a good behaviour bond? 


2. 


Is the Government prepari 


ng to establish a centre in Altona on the 


same basis as church institutions at Bayswater and Mornington, or is it to be 
in fact an extension of Turana where the most delinquent boys. are held? 
3. In view of the heavy list of boys absconding—50 annually from 
Mornington—what guarantees can be given in respect to Altona? : 
4. Are the boys in the centre to be allowed to join with Altona’s young 
people in sporting and social activities? ; : 
5. Will parents in Altona lose any peace of mind through this centre? 
6. In view of the residential expansion in Altona West and nearby 
Laverton, what will be the effect on property values? . . 


7. 


Is it desirable that this area, the last remaining beach frontage near 


Melbourne, should be used for this purpose—instead of providing among: 
other things, recreational facilities for people of western suburbs? 
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HAPPEN WERE . 


Ape: 
‘ 


_ ing a warder. 
Yesterday morning 


Early this morning ‘police 
iwere told that @ warder 
at the prison farm’ had 
been attacked during the 
second escape, which took 

lace about <1 em. 

[At tg “not known’ yet 
| how they broke out of 

the prisen or how. seri- 
~ pasty the warder is in. 


jure 
jatest. 
gete- 

















escaped from the farm in a prison truck. : 
Police believe they may be armed with a | 
stolen shotgun and a... : 


UIniles north of the prison | 
cate } 














5 escape from prison 
two breaks wis) c=: 


HREE prisoners escaped early today from the Langi 
A Kal Kal prison farm, near Ballarat, after assault- 


Warder | ~ 
attacked 





“ 


three other prisoners | : 


22. rifle, 

to be the one containing | 
arms and ammunition: 
which was stoleti earlier : 
yesterday from a farm 20 | 


i. cig 








t 
‘The earller esenpees are: 


The publication of this 
edition of the “Altona 
Star” was authorised by 
the Council of the Shire 
of Altona. 


In its pages may be 
‘extracts from 
issues of the 


noticed 
previous 
“Star.” They are now re- 
printed ‘because of the 
bearing on the present 
-situation and as-an indi- 


cation of the “Star's” 
stand on this matter. 








THE APEX CLUB 
OPPOSES: 


Pepular opposition to the 
centre has been given a 
strong lead by the activities 
of the Apex Club. 


The Apex Club being as 
it is a cross section of 
prominent and public min- 
ded citizens of Altona was 
deeply concerned over the 
government's proposal. 

To crystallise the opposi- 
tion to the centre Apex pre- 
sented to the citizens a pet- 
ition protesting against the 
centre. : 

This was widely supported 
and over 2000 signatures 
were received. 

This shows in the clearest 
form the views of the people 
of Altona. . 

In correspondence with 
the Chief Secretary this 
was pointed out in no un- 
certain terms. 

In his reply Mr. Rylah 
indicated that he did not 
agree that there were sub- 
stantial grounds for opposi- 
tion to the centre. 








A CRYING SHAME 

“It is a shame that public 
authorities must spend so 
much of the taxpayers’ money 
on institutions such as this.” 

This statement was made by 
Mr. T. G. McGarry, President . 
of the Altona Youth Club. 
Mr. McGarry has been inter: 
ested in youth work in Altona 
for the last 10 years—seven 
years as president and.three 
years as secretary—and has 
been a member of the Com- 
mittee of Management of the 
Youth Club since it moved 
into its quarters at Civic 
Parade. Mr. McGarry went 
on to say that the Altona 
Council’s investment in Youth 
Hall activities is two halls at 
£13,000 each, plus extensions 
in excess of £8000 at the Al- 
tona Youth Hall. The ex- 
tensions will provide a craft 
room, committee room, office 
and storeroom, which will 
greatly increase the potenti- 
alities of the present youth 
hall, 

Mr, McGarry said that if 
sufficient funds could be madé 
available by Government or 
other authorities for youth 
club work, then this would be 
an ideal way to overcome the 
problem of delinquency which 
is at present confronting 
society. 

The proposal of the council 
to appoint a full-time quali- 
fied youth organiser co-ordi- 
nator is something which will: 
supply a long-felt néed. 











Page Two 


EDITORIAL 





| GOVERNMENT NOT ALL-POWERFUL 
—PUBLIC OPINION VITAL 


A government is not all-powerful. 


It 


cannot with immunity continue to perform 


arbitrary or unjust acts. 


Its more intelli- 


gent members realise that legislative or ad- 
ministrative acts if not supported by public 
opinion carry with them the seeds of the dis- 


solution of any government. 


democracy. 


This is true 


The present administration has shown 
‘a lack of awareness of this fact by its actions 
in widespread areas of the western suburbs. 

There is strong opposition to the pro- 
posed reclamation scheme in Williamstown. 
A large body of public opinion has been so 
far unavailingly directed against the reclama- 
tion of the land and particularly for its use 
as an oil terminal port. 


The erection of 


barley silos alongside 


a central public park in Sunshine is a biat- 
ant exercise of arbitrary powers. Here after 
many years preparation and growth the 
Wright and Edwards Park has now an enor- 


mous concrete structure dominating it. 


No 


permission for its erection was obtained from 
the local council (it was not even sought). 

In its wisdom the government has made 
a different approach regarding the delin- 


quent centre. 


First, tentative inquiries were made re 
the explosives area land and the council’s 
reaction sought to’ its use as a delinquent 


centre. 


Secondly, the Chief Secretary in a press 
and radio criticism of Altona councillors so 
endeavoured to enlist public support for the 


plan. 


The third: stage has now been reached 
in that the interest of the Premier himself 
‘thas been shown by his visit to the reserve. 

Finally, we may have an arbitrary de- 
cision that the training school be established 


here. 


-. There is but one counter to thé expec- 


ted government action. 


Public opinion. 


Widespread public opinion- both in Altona. 
and surrounding areas against the use of the 
reserve for this purpose and in favour of a 


more fitting use. 


The explosive area is not suited for the 
use of a training school because of the diffi- 
culty of policing it against escapes, its usurp- 
ing of land-essential for the balanced de- 
velopment of Altona and its proximity to a 
strongly youthful population. 

The reserve on.the contrary is ideally 
situated after improvement for residential 

_ areas and open park lands. 

Just as the barley silos in Sunshine are 
a blot on the landscape a delinquent centre 
will be a blot not only on the physical ap- 
pearance of Altona, but on its cultural at- 


mosphere. 


The immediate requirements of Altona 
citizens is for an outstanding vote against 


the idea of a training school. 


There will of 


course be some who believe the government 
“is always right, others who conscientiously 
believe: that we should agree in the interests 
of the rehabilitation of the lads concerned. 

* This appeal speaks now to those who 
would be otherwise uninterested to support 
those who sincerely believe that it will be 
best for Altona if the centre is not in our area. 





It seems that the Govern- 
ment is determined not to use 
the Explosives Reserve for 
any purpose that will please 
the residents of Altona. 

Firstly, of: course, it was 
used as a Magazine and after 
many years of protest this 
hazard. was removed. There 
were hopes that the area 
would become a‘ national 
park and many trees were 
planted in advance. The next 
threat was to have a pigments 
factory on the site but a vigor- 
ous campaign against this ap- 
parently had effect and the 


factory was sited elsewhere’ 


The Shire Council put for- 
ward a strong case for the 
area to be chosen as the site 
ot Meibourne’s third univer- 
sity. This was knocked back 
by the Government; possibly 
wasn't even considered. 

Now up rears the bogy of a 
delinquent centre in our midst. 
Altona is growing fast and 
wilt soon be developed right 
to the boundaries of the. Ex- 
Plosives Reserve. In view of 
the many escapes from cor- 





rection centres in recent 
months does Mr. Bolte con- 
sider this a suitable position? 

Let us also consider Altona 
Sports Park, formerly Wil- 
Hiamstown Racecourse, which 
the Government handed over 
to Altona Council to “man- 
age.” Plans were drawn up 
between the council and a 
Mr. Nankervis to develop the 
area for motor racing and 
other sports, but after striking 
every obstacle possible in the 
way, the Government via the 
Board of Works declared the 
area a natural floodway and 
prohibited any building or 
earthworks which would im- 
pede the flow of water. 

AH in ali it would appear 
that Crown Land in Altona 
is a dead loss, 

Can one detect political bias 
being exerted against Altona? 

A delinquent centre should 
be in. an isolated area, not 
in a position whefe it becomes 
@ worry to the- community. 
Perhaps an area near Mere- 
dith might be more suitable. 
J. Wall. 37 Sargood St., Altona 





THE ALTONA STAR 


What 


the 


I must voice my protest, Regarding the proposed sit- 


against the establishment of 
a penal establishment on the 
former Explosives Reserve. 
For many years the develop- 
ment of Altona was retarded 
by the handling and storage 
of explosives on this area, and 
now if is proposed that this 


process should be perpetuated Q 


by the building of a delin- 
quent centre. 


The only part of the Shire 
which is open to further ex- 
tensive development is in the 
vicinity of this area and every 
resident in the Shire must 
suffer if it fails to improve, 
as it naturally should. Who 
would want to build a home, 
to raise and bring up a family 
in the shadow of a penal in- 
stitution no matter by what 
name it might be called? Are 
we still to be denied the use 
of the foreshore in this area? 
For years, the beach adjacent 
to the Explosives Reserve has 
been unavailable to the public 
and we are entitled to be told 
whether the proposed estab- 
lishment would mean a con- 
tinuation of this ,state of 
affairs, 

There are many other 
points in which we have 
been left in.the dark. Why 
is it necessary to have this 
training centre in the metro- 
politan area? In the interests 
of decentralisation which the 
Government claims to support 
why not build it in Meredith 
or some other town in Mr. 
Bolte’s electorate? It is un- 
likely that the whole area will 
be required for the proposed 
centre so what is to be done 
with the remainder? Will it 
be used for further gaols? 

Do not let us delude our- 
selves into thinking that the 
centre will be used only for 
youths who have erred once 
but let us remember the vio- 
lence and depravity of the 
youths involved in recent and 
far too numerous rape cases 
in New South Wales. Let us 
also remember the remarks 
of Judge Gunson in sentenc- 
ing a 14 year old boy to a 
youth training centre—“You 
are still only a baby, but 
your list of convictions would 
disgrace a matured criminal,” 
Let us also keep in mind the 
number of escapees from 
penal institutions so that the 
inmates of the proposed centre 
will not always be separated 
from the rest of the commun- 
ity in our Shire. 

The Government has a duty 
to fhe community by placing 
delinquents in centres but it 
also has a duty to place such 
institutions in areas where 
they will not be to the detri- 
ment of those who live out- 
side the walls. 

One cannot help but think 
that our failure to gain the 
third university on this site 
was due to the fact that the 
Government wanted it for this 
undesirable institution. It 
is up to every right thinking 
ratepayer to go to the poll 
and register an emphatic 
“NO” against this unwanted 
delinquent centre. Do not be 
apathetic about it. Remem- 
ber we kept an undesirable 
pigment factory off this same 
area, by our united and vig- 
orous protest. Let us see that 
we do the same again. 

A, S. WRIGHT, 
33 Beach St., Seaholme. 





On behalf of the Laverton 
Australian Labor Party we 
VERY STRONGLY OPPOSE 
the PENAL SETTLEMENT to 
be built at Altona Explosives 
Reserve. 

We will do everything in 
our power to prevent it, and 
help Altona in what ever they 
do to prevent the penal settle- 
ment being built at Altona. 

As Laverton is very close 
to Altona we are very afraid 
of developments which will 
come of it. We congratulate 
Altona for their stand against 
it and we will help Altona all 
we can. 

Mrs. V. DEVEREAUX, 
Hon. Secretary. 


ing of a youth training centre 
for delinquent boys on the Ex- 
plosives Reserve, being a rate- 
payer and resident of Laver- 
ton and as such my interest is 
Laverton, I strongly oppose 
the proposal. 


My reasons are as follows— 
Laverton which is in the met- 
ropolitan area is expanding 
and the Explosives Reserve is 
the back door to Laverton. If 
the centre is established on 
the reserve, ratepayers and 
residents of Laverton will lose 
the last remaining beach 
front which is so close to 
them. Let the children enjoy 
the beach front, do not destroy 
it with a delinquent centre. 
Do not make Laverton the es- 
cape hatch, which it will be- 
come, as & large percentage 
of homes in Laverton afe vac- 
ant during the week. To come 
home and find your home 
broken into is not very nice. 
We have to face facts. These 
things could happen and will 
happen if the Explosives Re- 
serve becomes a delinquent 
centre. 

The population of Laverton 
has a high percentage of 
children. The children are the 
ones to be protected. Look to 
their welfare, give them plenty 
of recreation with a good 
beach front so close to their 
homes. 

Laverton children have re- 
creation but should a delin- 
quent centre be established 
their recreation will be limi- 
ted. 

J. S. DEVEREAUX, 
Goble St., Laverton. 


Do the government realize 
the close proximity of St. 


Joseph’s Convent of 400 girl 
students to the proposed 
delinquent centre? 





I was rather amazed to learn 
that moves were again afoot 
to establish a youth training 


centre in the explosives area _| 


at Altona. 

There can be no doubt that 
if this project is proceeded 
with development will be re- 
stricted in the western end of 
the Shire. The beach in this 
area is particularly clean and 
sandy and availability should 
net be denied the public. 

There is no guarantee that 
the inmates of the institution 
will be any more effectively 
kept within its confines than 
other similar institutions in 
other parts of the state. 

However, the one question 
I would like answered is why 
have such an institution in 
the metropolitan area any- 
way? 

T. JOBLING, 
24 Maidstone St., Altona 





Tuesday, October 13, 1964. 


Any idea of placing a delin- 
quent centre in the midst of 
a rapidly developing com- 
munity is not intelligent plan- 
ning but plain stupid think- 
ing. 


It is not necessary to take 
a Gallop Poll on the rec- 
ord of escapes from long es- 
tablished detention establish- 
ments to discover that the 
main security of such places 
lies not so much in the vigi- 
lence of its officers or the 
thickness of the walls, but 
chiefly in their isolation from 
habitations and consequently 
additional aids to intending 
escapees; cars, weapons and 
food. 

The rapidly developing resi- 
dential areas of Altona and 
nearby Laverton with a rela- 
tively high proportion of shift 
workers make the suggested 
site extremely undesirable; in 
fact just out of the question 
as it would place the women 
and children in constant fear 
of escapees. 

In recent years public op- 
inion throughout the metro- 
politan area has been in fav- 
our of removal of all estab- 
lishments and business of 
either dangerous or obnoxious 
nature to areas well away 
from the city limits; Explo- 
sives Reserves, Williamstown 
Rifle Range, Newport Sale 
Yards, Abbatoirs, etc., so why 
endeavour to add another. - 

BILL SPENCE, 
13 Upton St., Altona. 





Whilst society has an obli- 
gation to do all that is pos- 
sible to rehabilitate its anti- 
social elements, AT NO TIME 
should law-abiding citizens be 
subjected to the terror and 
fear which is inevitably as- 
sociated with penal establish- 
ment in populated areas. 


The inmates of the sort of 
establishment envisaged for 
Altona- represent the most 
vicious and violent of all 
criminal types and it seems 
to me that Governments have 
a great moral responsibility to 
primarily consider the needs 
and demands of average citi- 
zens rather than the extrem- 
ely doubtful rehabilitaion of 
the anti-socials. 


Governments also have a 
responsibility to heed the 
wishes of the people who vote 
whether it be at the local 
government level or the wider 
State or Federal spheres. 

If the people of Altona vote 
“NO” for this centre as I 
feel sure they will in no un- 
certain manner, then Mr. Bolte 
must surely heed their wishes 
—this is democracy and I 
would like to think of Mr. 
Bolte as being democratic. 

FRANK MALLETT, 
43 Somers Pde., Altona 





eople Think 


I am alarmed at the renewal 
of the Government’s iriterest 
in the former explosives area 
for a penal institution 


I am grateful the Govern- 
ment endeavours to rehabili- 
tate these young law-breakers 
and that it tries to give them 
a fresh start, but as these 
youngsters have abused the 
common laws of society and 
have offended society, their 
rehabilitation should not place 
more unnecessary burdens on 
law-abiding citizens as would 
be the case if a penal institu- 
tion was located in Altona. 

Statistics from other such 
institutions show frequent 
fiouting of discipline, resulting 
in escape and more criminal 
offences. 

The Explosives Reserve with 
its easy’ access to Geelong 
Road and the metropolitan 
area, together with the 
wooded Kooringai Golf Course 
and boats located nearby, 
lends itself to escapees. 

Local residents in quiet 
streets would be in fear of 
escapees and why more than 
elsewhere— 


{a) So many womenfolk are 
left alone because of shift 
work; 

(b) Many isolated houses in 
quiet streets; 

(c) Inadequate police patrol; 

(d) Both young and old are 
forced to walk because of 
bus time tables. 


Altona maybe “countrylike” 
because of its isolation, but it 
is not ready to absorb the in- 
mates of a penal institution 
as is required. 

The Protestant Churches 
are struggling to establish 
themseves and certainly have 
not strong youth groups 
needed to help reeducate 
these young offenders into 
society. Most are not estab- 
lished enough to even aid 
local youths who are on pro- 
bation. 


AS Altona is growing so rap- 
idly we cease to know every- 
one else and so strangers 
would become very unwelcome 
whether law-abiding or not. 

To me these physical anx- 
ieties would be worse than the 
consequental loss in property 
values, loss in general pres- 
tige of the area and general 
public avoidance of the Al- 
tona area. 

We should be given the 
chance to build up the edu- 
cational, moral and cultural 
tone of Altona before we em- 
bark on such a big Christian 
mission as rehabilitating the 
young law-breakers of all de- 
scriptions, 


MARGARET KIDD, 





281 Queen St. Altona 








ANGE R=EXPLOS ives 1 4¥ 


M. PENAL TRAINING CENTRE 


“Tes the Altona West Mutual Co-opera- 
tive Protection Patrol on the job again. 
Anyone would think they haven’t got 


faith in Mr. Rylah’s assurances. 


ofe NO on Sat. 17 

















Tuesday, October 13, 1964. 


THE PROPOSED SIT 


Centres 


All boys committed by the Chil- 
dren's Court to be held in custody 
are sent for classification to the Tur- 
ana Reception Centre, which--is. run 
by the Social Welfare Department at 


Parkville. 


Following classification the boys may 
be sent, if suitable, to the Morning Star 
Boys Home run by the Roman Catholic 
Church at Mt. Eliza or the Salvation Army 






























The Morning Star and 
Bayswater Homes are both 
by the respective 

churches with Government 
id and only accept boys who 
ave been committed and 
rough the classification sec- 
ion of Turana. 
The picturesque 140 acre 
orning Star property which 
akes a maximum of 45 boys 
provides trade and farm 
raining. .-It is not in a 
losely settled area as sur- 
bounding farms are much 
larger properties than the 
aining farm. 
} They do not have maximum 
kecurity as it is considered 
ot to be of advantage in the 
ype of training offered the 
poys. 
The boys are usually be- 
ween the ages of 11 to 17 
ears, but could be up to 18 
ears of. age. ‘They partici- 
bate in junior football and 
Ticket competitions in the 
Histrict and invite other 
eams to the home for social 
atehes, They have a weekly 
Hancing class at which they 
hre partnered by YCW girls 
rom Chelsea and Frankston., 
‘our times a year they have 
dance attended by the YCW 
irls and’ their friends. All 
e strictly supervised in 
pvery way. 
Four times a year they have 
h picnic and are free tc move 


































Boys’ Home at Bayswater. 
for either of these homes, which do not 
have maximum security, the boys are held 
in the major training centre at Turana. 














If unsuitable 


around in specified areas, but 
under supervision. They take 
no other part in community 
life as their is nothing suit- 
able. 

They need supervision and 
attention and it has been 
found they do respond to 
proper supervision and dir- 
ection. 

In the summer season they 
work on surrounding farms 
carting in the hay. 

The boys have to be sup- 
ervised all the time. . 

Not many boys have ab- 
seconded over the last two 
months but the average is 
approximately 50 boys annu- 
ally. The boys at this farm 
have all been committed to 
sentences of 12 months or 
more and it is found the 
boys who have only recently 
arrived at the home are more 
prone to abscond than boys 
who have been there a while 
and settled in to this way 
of fe. ~ . 

But the most delin- 
quent boys are not at this 
home, they are retained 
at Turana, 

At Bayswater they take a 
maximum of 48 boys of vary- 
ing sentences and who have 
come to them through Tur- 
ana. Of the present 48 boys 
at this home 11 attempted to 
abscond from the home. 





THE ALTONA STAR 






This farm of 500 acres is 
now mainly a trade school. 
The farming aspect of the 


home is becoming less andj} 


less. The lads de not work 
outside the home in the sur- 
Tounding community. 

The boys are on a privi- 
lege system and it is pos- 
sible to grant suitable lads 
weekend leave, otherwise they 
do not leave the establish- 
ment at any time. 


ESCAPEES 


The question of escapes 
from delinquent institutions 
apparently looms much lar- 
ger in the average citizens 
mind than in that of gov- 
ernment officials. 





This is an extreme state- 
ment but it is fully justified 
with facts. 


Cr, S. G. McIntosh feels 
that strong attention should 
be drawn to this matter and 
to the complacency of those 
who should be very much 
concerned, 


He recalis that in the vic- 
inity of Langi Kal Kal near 
Ballarat it was at one time 
reported that many people 
kept gums on hand for fear 
of depredations by escapees. 


Shortly before this time 
Mr. 4Whatmore, 
spector General of Penal 
Establishment made a con- 
sidered statement on the 
matter “you must give boys 
at Langi Kal Kal an oppor- 
tunity to escape and rely en 





then In-. 





: . os inging” 
"the number of escapges since Sep- | 
| tember 20 to: 13. : : .: 


Three: men escaped! 
rom. the Morwell River! 
reafforestation prison,’ 
“miles north-east of) 
iBoolarra, -bebween- 10: 
‘pm. on Saturday: and! 
8.15 am. yesterday. i 
: And Jate last night a- 
‘youth, 26, escaped ‘from .a; 
guard at the Royal: 
ibourne Hospital. 
; “The youth was. to have| 
: charged with having} 
“illegally. used a car. | 
He was recovering. in the: 


eecered front, injures 
x tu 
















This type of news item 
appears far too often in the 
daily newspapers. 





the tone of the institution 
to prevent them from going. 

From Laugt Kal Kal so 
far this year there have been 
10 escapes. 

Mr. Whatmore’s view- 
point may be correct on 
purely psychological grounds 
It could be a strong influ- 
ence on the rehabilitation 
of some of the lads. On the 
other side the residents in 
nearby areas could hardly 
be blamed if they tock a 
rather different view. Would 
any one consider them heart- 


MR. -RYLAH 


When contacted Mr. Rylah 
made the following further 
comments— 

“I am always reluctant for 
a children’s home or youth 
centre to he established 
where the local people are 
opposed to it. 

“While no further decision 
has been made the council’s 
attitude is most disappoint- 
ing and I think their deci- 
sion is quite heartless and op- 
posed to the best interests 
of their Shire.” 


r. Rylah. 


centre. 


Their decision was widely 
approved by the people of Al- 
tona who thus bracket them- 
selves with their councillors. 

Mr. Rylah referred to those 
who gave a lip service to the 
idea of rehabilitation of the 
delinguents but who are not 
prepared to actively assist or 
provide necessary facilities. 

These remarks were perti- 
nent and must be faced. 

It is a fact that delinquent 
centres such as that sug- 
gested are considered neces- 
sary in the treatment of these 
lads. 

It is now stated that the 
centre will be in the metro- 
politan area. Though we 
were told that many places 
would welcome it, there is a 
strong belief that no city or 
shire in the metropolis would 
readily agree. : 

Altona as a worthy member 
of the Victorian community is 





jess if they objected to the 


_ farm. 





prepared to do its fair share 
in assisting in rehabilitation. 
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RESIDENTIAL AREA? 
PRISON FARM? 








COMMENTS: 


The metropolitan ‘daily papers and radio gave 
prominence to some views of the Chief Secretary, 
Mr. Rylah, expressing disappointment that the Shire 
of Altona had rejected a plan for establishing a 
Youth Training Centre on the Explosives Reserve. 


Mr. Rylah said the final 
decision on the matter had 
still to be made by the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Rylah can be assured 
that the action by the coun- 
cillors was not a capricious 
one. It was the weighted de- 
cision of responsible men 
within the area of their com- 
petence. There is also very 
good reason to believe that 
their attitude was definitely 
in line with public opinion in 
Altona. 


“Altona Councillors are heartless” 
= the smear of the Chief Secretary, 


The councillors had refused to agree 
that the Truganina Explosives Reserve 
was the right place for a delinquent 


But not at all costs. It with 
all other municipal bodies 
owes its first care to its own 
people. Above all, it must 
protect its young people. 
Here Altona is in an ex- 
ceptional position, It has a 
predominately youthful popu- 
lation as shown by cfficiai sta- 
tistics, The well directed and 
maintained efforts to provide 
a complete education for our 
young will be endangered. 
The deadening effect of a 
nearby delinquent centre, the 
not remote possibilities of es- 
capes, the insidious effect of 
associating with these lads are 
factors that cannot be denied. 
There are other grounds for 
Altona’s opposition to the 
centre but Altona with one or 
two other municipalities has 
the right to take its main 
point on the needs of its. 
young people. 
Because its citizens and 
councillors are not heartless 
they must take this stand. 
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knowledge of Altona’s circumstances. 
It did not in any way reflect their attitude to delinquents. Far from it. The suc- 


cessive councils have shown a most enlightened viewpoint of the problem. Their 


attitude may be summed up “prevention 


They have directed their interests not so much 
in directly combatting delinquency as in providing 
a healthy climate for the development .of the young. 


tn such an element the 
less likely to arise. 


In this the council has not 
been unsupported. Provision 
for youth is not solely a coun- 
cil responsibility. The people 
of Altona have loyally done 
their part. 

It is ironical indeed that 
an area with such a splendid 
record of provision for the 
young which does so much to 
prevent the birth of delin- 
quency should be considered 
the most suitable place to 
house the end result—the de- 
linquent centre. 


What has been done in Al- 
tona could serve as a model 
to be achieved by any subur- 
ban municipality. 


Based on a full complement 
of State and Catholic schools 
ably supported by very active 
mothers clubs and commitiees 
a number of other amenities 
and facilities for youth has 
been built up. It has been well 
said that any child of what- 
ever age can find in Altona 
suitable interests for his or 
her tastes and temperaments. 

Many of these organisations 
have received _— substantial 
council assistance. Others are 
more or less self-supporting. 

The council has built youth 
halls in Altona and Altona 
North to provide healthy ac- 
tivities for several hundred 
young people. 

Also, most of the churches 
have youth clubs associated. 

In addition the council has 
given great encouragement to 
healthy sport. In various 
grounds scattered round the 
Shire organised sport through 
out the year has numerous 
participants. At this time the 
council is endeavouring to ob- 


tain further areas for this 
purpose—{particularly in Aj- 
tona North. 


The activities of the mafch- 
ing girls associated with the 
Youth club has been very 
successful. As also were those 
of the Pedal Club as instanced 
in this year’s AuStralia Day 
celebration. 

The junior divisions of St. 
John Ambulance Brigade pro- 
vide an interesting training 
for young people and a very 
necessary assistance for any 
people in need. 

Girl Guides and Scouts are 
always popular. With the 





seeds of delinquency are 


latest development in “The 
Pines” they may be more pro- 
minent in the future. 


far greater than the service 
it performs. The civic pride 
it develops, the self sacrificing 
service and glory of achieve- 
ment are certainly most im- 
portant. 


For those: with more speci- 
alised interests the yacht club 
and the life savers are well to 
the fore. Both these organisa- 
tions owe much to the coun- 
cil for assistance. The life 
savers hall as extended is 
second to none around Mel- 
bourne, 


The council is not merely 
standing on its past achieve- 
ments. A_ library with a 
strong children’s section will 
shortly be opened. Unfortun- 
ately the swimming pool ‘is 
yet to come but it is hoped 
finance will shortly be avail- 
able. At present the council 
is introducing the idea of a 
junior council. This will give 
young people from each of 
the schools a better idea of 
Altona and its needs and 
their relationship and duties 
to it. 

It can certainly be said that 
Altona has preferred a fence 


at the top of the cliff instead 
of an ambulance at the foot. 





‘RETARD ALTONA’S 
PROGRESS’ 


“Altona is the centre of a 
predominantly young resi- 
dential area,” said Mrs. L. C. 
Noordenne, 


She continued: “When the 
two housing estates at pre- 
sent being developed in the 
Shire south of Kororoit Creek 
Road are completed, housing 
estates will have to move out 
to the western section of the 
Shire, and this, in the not 
too distant future. People will 
be reluctant to purchase homes 
in the vicinity of a training 
centre for delinquents, there- 
fore, it must retard Altona’s 
progress,” said Mrs. Noor- 
denne. 








“How can a man wake up happy with a prison at his back 
door.” 


THE ALTONA STAR 


is better than cure.” 





TO SUM UP 


it is difficult for any citizen of Altona 
to take an objective viewpoint of the de- 
Operation Reach Ciean ts| linquent centre proposal either for or 


against. 


On the one hand those who live in Altona usu- 


ally take an instinctive stand against anything that- 


may affect their home town. It is difficult for them 
to base their consideration of the proposal solely 


on reason. 


On the other hand those 
who have strong beliefs that 
We are our brothers keepers, 
those who believe that our 
duty to the community must 
in some cases necessitate sac- 
sifice may tend to belittle cer- 
tain practical aspects. 


Nevertheless, it is impera- 
tive that an attempt be made 
to set down the facts of the 
matter, as far as human limi- 
tations permit, in black and 
; White, so that voters at the 
‘Poli make a just decision, 


1. It is accepted that de- 
‘linquent centres such as sug- 
gested are necessary agents 
for the rehabilitation of the 
jJads concerned, 


2. It is stated that the 
centre will be in the metro- 
politan area (the necessity for 
its situation in the metropolis 
as against a country area is 
not given). 

3. No particular reason has 
been given for the choice of 
Altona. 

4, It was stated that other 
areas would welcome ‘the 
centre. 

5. It was claimed that the 
existing buildings would be 
an economy (this does not 
appear to have much sub- 
stance). 

6. It was further stated that 
there would be a maximum 
security block. 

7. Some lads could work in 
local industries. 

8. None of the lads would 
be first offenders. 

9, Altona. by the erection of 
substantial buildings and 
equipment, with the assis- 
tance of very devoted workers 
is in an exceptional: position 
in provision for its young 
people. 

10. Altona ranks about third 
in the metropolitan area in 
the number of people per 
vesidence. This indicates a 
larger proportion of young 
people. 

11.- The possibility of es- 
capes is factual. That cer- 
tain institutions have a de- 
plorable record in-this respect. 

12. There is probability of 
contact of local residents 
and young people through es- 
capes or leave or in local em- 
ployment. 

13. The Truganina Explo- 
sives Reserve (under the con- 
trol of the Lands Depart- 
ment) has never been fully 
utalised. 

14. The Altona Council has 
considerable plans for the 
residential and park use of 
the area. 

15. The residential areas of 
Altona are disproportionately 
low as a ratio of the Shire. 


Those are the facts, they 
should be examined without 
prejudice. 





It is evident that on the 
grounds of self-interest alone 
Altona would be justified by 
concrete opposition to the 
centre, Its material progress 
at least residentially would be 
restricted. For its young 
people there would be possi- 
bility of contact for good or 
bad with delinquent youths. 


If on the other hand the de- 
inquent centre successfully 
fulfills its purpose in Altona, 
one question can only be re- 
solved in the’future. What- 
ever its success, has it been 
at the cost of the weakening 
of the moral and spiritual life 
of our young. 


As a matter of objective 
opinion, unless these delin- 
quent lads can be shown to 
be in a position to be strongly 
influenced by moral and spir- 
itual sanctions (there is no 
evidence of this) swe believe 
it would have an adverse ef- 
fect on Altona’s own youth. 


A negative vote is favoured. 


The Altona Shire Council is alarmed that the Social 
Welfare Branch is anxious to establish a YOUTH TRAIN- 
ING CENTRE on the Crown Land formerly called the 
Truganina Explosives Reserve west of Altona. ARE YOU 
IN FAVOUR OF A YOUTH TRAINING CENTRE IN ALTONA? 


If you are in favour of the proposal strike out the word “NO”. 
lf you are against the proposal strike out the word " YES”. 


The ballot-paper so marked is to be dropped by the voter into the ballot-box, 
The voter is not permitted to take the ballot-paper out, of the ballot-room or’ polling booth. 





REGISTER YOUR VOTE ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, | 
1964, on a BALLOT PAPER like the above. 
8 am. — 8 p.m. 


POLLING PLACES WILL BE at the Council’s Kindergartens at 
2 Parkside Crescent. 


89 Biyth Street. 
ALTONA WEST 4 Somers Parade. 


SEAHOLME 
ALTONA 


The Pol! will be conducted as closely as possible to regulations prescribed 

for Council elections, with the exception that Postal voting will not apply. 
. At Council elections voting is compulsory. 

issued to Ratepayers of Altona Shire by Authority of the Council of the Shire of Altona—|} 

October 1964. 





Tuesday, October 13, 1964, 


hat Altona Has Done to Combat 


Adverse comments on Altona’s opposition to a delinquent centre are 
much out of place. The stand by Altona’s council was justified by its 


Delinquency 


OBJECTIVE VIEWPOINT NEEDED 


The proposal to establish a train- 
ing farm for delinquent boys on the 
Explosives Reserve must be considered 
strictly on its merits. 





Any criticism must be free of preju- 
dice and strictly objective. To those who 
have grown up in Altona, and feel strongly 
about its well being, this is a difficult at- 
titude to attain. If our viewpoint is to 
have any value it is essential. 


The need for the treatment 
and rehabilitation of delin- 
quent boys is realised. The 
appropriate authority has’ ap- 
proved of the idea of training 
farms for such a purpose. 

There are certain questions 
for consideration. Is the Shire 
of Altona the most suitable 
Place for such a project? 

What are the circumstances 
for and against its establish- 
ment here? 

Anything that could be said 
in favour of placing it in Al- 
tona could also be said about 
many another districts in Vic- 
toria. 

Against this, Altona, as re- 
cords show, has a predomin- 
antly youthful population. It 


may be to the interest of the | 


lads at such a farm to have 
access to the streets of Altona 
and to share in its social ac- 
tivities, But it would not be 
to the interests of the numer- 
ous young people in Altona. 
The greatest good to the 


a YES a 
“a NO “ 


DIRECTIONS. 








greatest number is required. 

Of primary interest is also: 

this question—Is the Explo- 
sives Reserve a suitable area, 
for such a farm or can the 
place be used for better pur- 
poses—perhaps residential or 
a university? 

In its favour it can be ad- 
mitted that the area is Crown 
Land and is isolated and not 
usable for any purpose with- 
out extensive improvement. 
But it will not always be iso- 
lated and it can and must be 
improved, 

When the considerable 
drainage problems are over- 
come any other use than for 
a park and residential area 
would be unacceptable. 

FPourther, the area in its un- 
improved condition will not 
pe a suitable environment for 
such a farm, certainly not the 
best conditions that could be 
found and not the most con- 
ducive io the normal develop- 
ment of the boys concerned. 











